My Three Years in America

peace.    I append the two telegrams which I sent to the Foreign
Office:
(i). " Washington, May gth, 1915.
" Lusitania incident has caused great excitement, especially
in New York, which is most affected, but I hope that no serious
consequences will ensue. Mr. Wilson regards matters calmly.
I recommend expression of regret for loss of so many American
lives, in whatever form may be possible without admission of
our responsibility/'
(2). " Washington, May loth, 1915.
" Bryan spoke to xne very seriously concerning Lusitania
incident. His influence will, in any case, be exercised in favour
of peace. This influence is great, as Wilson depends on Bryan
for his re-election. Roosevelt, on the other hand, is beating the
patriotic drum, in order to win over the Jingo elements. It is
significant of Bryan's real views that he regrets that we did not
support his well-known attempt at mediation; therefore, I
again recommend that we should endeavour to bring about an
attempt at mediation in some form, in case the position here
becomes critical. This would be a good argumentum ad hominem
in order to avoid war. Another way out, which is recommended,
is that we should renew our offer to give up submarine warfare
provided that England adheres to the principles of International
Law, and gives up her policy of starvation, The position is in
any case veiy $eriou$; 1 hope and believe that we shall find a
way out of the present crisis, but in case of any such recurrence,
no solution can be guaranteed/'
American indignation was directed particularly against Dr.
Demburg, who had defended, in public, the torpedoing of the
Lusitania, I had, therefore, no other resource but to advise him
to leave the country of his own accord. He would probably
have been deported in any case, and his continued presence in
America could no longer serve any useful purpose, while it was
to be hoped that his voluntary departure would appease the
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